 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1     We live in a time of unprecedented distraction. It is all to easy to become sidetracked from what is important, to pursue the not-as-important. This is true in the Christian life, as well. Living a godly life of service to Christ is bound to attract temptations to veer off course. Again and again, Scripture reminds us to fix our eyes on the goal, and refuse to allow ourselves to become distracted.  We are reminded of the “big picture,” that this life is not the end. The way may become hard, and everyone may turn against us, but we are reminded that we have an example in Christ, and we have strength in God, and hope in His grace. The way to keep our stay on track and finish well is by keep our focus on what is eternal and heavenly. Hold on to what you have, and do not give up, for the prize is well worth it!
Note these Scriptures:


“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.”  Hebrews 12.1-3
“More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3.8-14
“And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.”  Galatians 6.9
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Co 15:58
If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.   Co 3.1-3
     I came across a little exhortation that I share with you. I don’t know who said it, but it is pointed and encouraging, as to what we are to keep on doing, and how.

     Stick to your work. Do not flinch because the lion roars; do not stop to stone the devil's dogs; do not fool away your time chasing the devil's rabbits.

      Do your work. Let liars lie, let sectarians quarrel, let critics malign, let enemies accuse, let the devil do his worst; but see to it nothing keeps you from fulfilling with joy the work God has given you.

     He has not commanded you to be admired or esteemed. He has never bidden you to defend your character. He has not set you to work to contradict falsehood (about yourself) which satan's or God's servants may start to peddle, or to track down every rumor that threatens your reputation. If you do these things you will do nothing else; you will be at work for yourself and not for the LORD.
Keep at your work. Let your aim be as steady as a star. You may be assaulted, wronged, insulted, slandered, wounded and rejected, misunderstood, or assigned impure motives; and despised and rejected of men. But see to it with steadfast determination, with unfaltering zeal, that you pursue the great purpose of your life and object of your being until at last you can say, "I have finished the work Thou gavest me to do."
